ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
2410 - 4™ Ave. Watervliet, NY 12189 Tel: 518-273-6752
Web: www.cerkva.com E-mail: office@cerkva.com

Pastor: Rev. Mikhail Myshchuk
Deacon: Rev. Deacon Thomas Gutch
Trustees: Nicholas Fil & Irene Skalij

Cantor — Olesia Verzole

https://www facebook.com/cerkvaNY
Youl@T  https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUC77sQaMuJV_41IZqRhpc5ig

Glory Be to Jesus Ghrist!  Glory Forever!

Mar 24 2024 Gaaga Ieyey Xpnery!  Gaaga Ha Bikn! Tone Festive
Sunday, March 24, 2024
Sun 10:30 am - Rosary (in Eng.)
11:00 am + 3a Bcix napadiisin - For all parishioners (in Eng. & Ukr.)
+ Maria & Volodymyr Myshchuk By Myshchuk family

Mon 9:00 am - Akathist to the Suffering Christ
Tue 9:00 am - Akathist to the Suffering Christ

Wed HOLY WEDNESDAY
5:00 pm - Presanctified Gifts - Anointing of the Sick (Eng & Ukr)
Thu HOLY THURSDAY
5:00 pm - Matins of Burial of Christ (12 Passion Gospels) (Eng & Ukr)
Fri GOOD FRIDAY
5:00 pm - Vespers of Burial of Christ (Eng & Ukr)
7:00 pm - Jerusalem Matins (Praises at the Tomb) (Eng & Ukr)
Sat HOLY SATURDAY
11:00 am - Vespers & Liturgy of St. Basil (Eng & Ukr)
1:00 pm - Blessing of Easter Food (Eng & Ukr)
Sat  7:30 pm RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (in ENGLISH)
- For all parishioners and visitors - Blessing of Easter Food
Sun  8:30 am BOCKPECIHHA TOCHOAA iCYCA XPHCTA (in UKRAINIAN)

- For all benefactors of the parish - Blessing of Easter Food

Readings of the week are : The Saints of the week are:
Sun Phil 4:4-9 Jn 12:1-18 Sun V.F. Zachary; H.F.Artemon, Bishop  (Palm Sunday)
Mon Ex 1:1-20; Job 1:1-12 Mt 24:3-35 Mon Holy Monday; V.F. Mark
Tue Ex2:5-10; Job 1:13-22 Mt 24:36-26:2 Tue Holy Tuesday;
Wed Ex 2:11-22; Job 2:1-10 Mt 26:6-16 Wed Holy Wednesday;
Thu Ex 19:10-19; Job 38:1- 42:5 Isaiah 50:4-11 Thu Holy Thursday:
Fri  1s 52:13-54; 1 Cor 1:18-2:2 Lk 23:39; Mt. 27:39 Fri  Holy Friday:
Sat Rom 6:3-11 Mt 28:1-20 Sat Holy Saturday:
Sun Acts 1:1-8 Jn 1:1-17 Sun Pascha (Easter Sunday)
Ushers Epistle Readers
| Liturgy 2 Liturgy | Liturgy 2 Liturgy
Mar. 24 W.Klem, E.Sydor, N.Fil T. Lee, C. Lee T. Myshchuk M. M. Keiry
Mar. 31 N.Fil, T.Myshchuk, M.Olijnyk J. Skalij, I. Skalij O. Verzole O. Verzole

Church Mission Statement
We the community of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church are of Eastern rite and Byzantine tradition.

%: \ ‘_@ We are committed to sharing our faith, tradition, and God's Light by embracing and living out God's
\ - two greatest commandments: love God with all your heart, soul, and mind, love your neighbor as yourself.
A

Our church embodies the Ukrainian spirit, culture, & heritage while welcoming all races, ethnicities, & nationalities.
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1.

Holy Week - On Friday we finished the Great Fast & now we have begun the very special Holy
Week. If you have not kept the fast well, now is your extra chance for preparation
before the "Feast of all Feasts," the Holy Resurrection. Clean your souls & bodies,
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2% need and be ready to come forward to greet our Lord - Resurrected Jesus!

Good Friday - Is a day of fast and strict abstinence. Meat and dairy products are forbidden, and
we should limit the amount of food we consume.

Thank you - those parishioners who brought pussy willows for Palm Sunday. God bless you.

Blessing of the Easter Food- Easter food will be blessed on Saturday, at 1 PM,
and after each Resurrection Service on Saturday & Sunday.

EASTER ATTIRE - we are asking all parishioners that have Ukrainian N
shirts/blouses to wear them to church for Easter Feastday. Ukrainians in many %
b |

other parishes wear them for church on Easter. We have started this beautiful
tradition during Centennial year and will try to preserve it.

Our Parish Membership — anyone interested to become a registered members please call the
Church Office at 273-6752 via e-mail: office@cerkva.com, or speak with Fr. Mikhail.

Prayers and Sacraments for the sick - If a family member is seriously ill at home or in a
hospital, or unable to come to Church and would like to receive the Holy Sacrament of
Confession and or Holy Communion, please call the parish office to arrange pastor’s visit

Bequests- Remember your St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in making out your will.

Joseph's House and Shelter — has a new set of needs for the guests that come into the shelter
daily. Shampoo, body wash, cleaning supplies, detergents, canned goods, cereal etc. If you are
willing to help, please drop items in the box marked Joseph’s House in the vestibule and they
will be delivered.

Ukrainian Catholic — while Ukrainian is in the title of our Church, one need not be ethnically
Ukrainian to join our parish. The Ukrainian Catholic Church is a church that comes from the
Ukrainian people, but is for the entire human race. We live out our Catholic faith according to
the Byzantine Rite (our theology, liturgy, spirituality and canon law are non-Latin), while
maintaining full Eucharistic communion with the Catholic Church in Rome. — (Fr. Ivan Chirovsky).

Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine — St. Nicholas Church will continue to collect monetary donations
STAND WITH and material goods (medical First Aid supply) to aid Ukrainian people at this
UKRAINE  difficult time. You can make monetary donations in person or online at

www.cerkva.com or bring your gift to Church anytime just before or after
church service. Thank you for your solidarity and support. Pray for Ukraine. May God, through
the prayer of the Mother of God protects Ukraine!

Our Visitors and Guests - we are honored and pleased to welcome all of you into our Church
and thank you for your active participation at the Divine Liturgies. One of the petitions in Liturgy
invites us “that with one voice and and one heart we may glorify and sing the praises to the most
honored and magnificent name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit”. During the Liturgy only catholics in
good standing may come forward to worthily receive Holy Communion — the sing of Church unity
with our Lord. Orthodox faithful are also allowed to come forward (Canon 671). If you have any
question about any of our Church customs, please ask any of our parishioners or clergy.

Cemetery- the purchase of a cemetery plot is a privilege reserved for our parishioners. For
detailed information please contact the church office at 518-273-6752.
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Lord’s Tomb Vigil - [MloyecHa Bapta bina NMnawaHuui
Good Friday — April 7th Cross Bearer Nicholas Fil
Rypida Victor Holovashchenko
Holy Shroud Dmytro Malanin Andrij Demczar
Andrij Wasienko Taras Myshchuk
6:00 p.m. : John Suchowacki Petro Urban
7:00 p.m. : Peter Fil Todd (Taras) Lee
8:00 p.m. . Michael Fil Bruce Plekan
10:00 a.m. = Andrij Demczar Nicholas Fil
12:00 p.m. | Michael Zavisky Walter Klem
1:00 p.m. | John Popowczak Andrij Wasienko
2:00 p.m. | Dmytro Malanin Yurij Bonchyk
3:00 p.m. | Michael Olijnyk Michael Ovchar
4:00 p.m. | Walter Koshykar Karpishka Roman Jr.
5:00 p.m. . Nazar Chervinka Borys Matviyiv
6:00 p.m. | John Husak Taras Myshchuk

The Vespers of Good Friday in the Byzantine Rite are the re-enactment of the crucifixion and death of
our Saviour as described to us in the Holy Gospels..

These scriptural words inspired the hymnologists to describe the burial of Christ in a poetical
way in the moving sticheras that follow. In order that the burial scene be more deeply impressed on our
souls, the Fathers decided to insert a liturgical re-enactment of this ceremony into the Vespers
immediately after the sticheras. The Vespers of Good Friday, consequently, end with the procession of
the Holy Shroud and its placement into the tomb. During this time, the faithful repeatedly sing the
troparion - the theme song of Good Friday:

"The Noble Joseph took down Your most pure body from the cross and, anointing it with
fragrant spices, he wrapped it in a clean linen and put it in a new tomb."

The Holy Shroud (Plaschanicja) which is used for this service is an artistically decorated and
richly embroidered canvas depicting the burial of Christ. Toward the end of the Vespers for Good Friday,
the priest places the Holy Shroud on the altar and incenses it three times. Meanwhile, the faithful light
their candles and prepare themselves for the procession which symbolizes the funeral procession of
Christ.

The procession with the Holy Shroud is taken outside around the church and, since it symbolizes the
funeral procession of Christ to the grave, is made only ONCE. When an outdoor procession is not
possible, it is held inside the church. Returning into the church, the priest places the Holy Shroud into a
prepared tomb and incenses it on all sides while the people sing the troparion of the Ointment-bearing
Women, "The Angel stood by the grave..."

After the entombment of the Holy Shroud in the grave, the priest delivers an appropriate sermon on the
significance of the death of Christ for our salvation. Then he returns to the grave and, kneeling down
before the Holy Shroud, recites the prayer prescribed in the Trebnik, "0 Lord Jesus Christ, Our God..."
Following the dismissal, the faithful, with great devotion and compunction in their hearts, approach the
Holy Shroud on their knees (symbolizing their sorrow) and "moved by their love" they kiss the saving
wounds of our Saviour.



1. CtpacTHMn TuxAeHb — NPUCBAYYETLCA CMIBMEPEXUTTIO OCTaHHIX AHIB 3€MHOro
xuTTa Focnoaa Icyca Xpucta, Moro cTpaxaaHb Ha XpecTi, cmepTi Ta norpebiHns, i 3
TOYHICTIO BiATBOPIOOTLCA BCi Noaii unx AHiB. Yepes Benuy i BaXXNUBICTb LMX NOAIN
KOXXHUN AEeHb TUXKHS iMEHYETbCA CBATUM i BeJIMKMM. 3 anocToNbCbKUX YaciB i 4o
Tenep AHi CTpacHOro TWXKHSA Bipylodi MPOBOAATL Yy CYBOPOMY MOCTi, YCepAHiv
MOMnMTBI Ta NoaBurax 406POYNHHOCTI N1 MUnocepai.

2. BenukogHun Yac —-Y BenukogHui 4ac uepkBa 3000B’s1I3ye BipHMX NPUCTYNUTU OO
cB. TanHu Crnosigi Ta Cs. NpuyacTsa 6ogan pas y pik y vaci Benukoro MNocty Ta BenukogHs.

Benuka [T’ATHMLUA — Le Yac CTPOroro NOCTy Ta yTPUMaHHS Big M’sica Ta MOMOYHMX CTpaB.

Peectpauia — Bitaemo rocten o Hawoi Llepksu. JlackaBo npocumo ycix Gaxaroumx cratu
yneHamu napadii, NoBiAOMUTY LLepkoBHUI odpic 273-6752 / office@cerkva.com.

5. CBaAveHHa [lacok - BigbyBaTumeTbca Yy LUepkoBHIW 3ani nicna BockpecHux
BorocnyxeHb Ta y cy6oTy o0 1-1 roa. 3a LEepKOBHUM YCTaBOM CBSIMEHHSI MACOK NMOBMHHO
Feeney  BinOyBaTUCA TiNbKM B [JeHb BockpeciHHsa XpucTtoBoro, To6To no BockpecHin Crnyxbi Boxin.

6. BENIMKAEHb Y BUILUUTUX COPOYKAX — 3ao0xodyeMo napadisiH OAArTM COPOYKMN-BULLMBAHKM
Ta yKpaiHCbki cTpoi y ciTnui [eHb XpuctoBoro BockpeciHHa. Taka Tpaauvuis ycniwHo
npakTuKyeTbCs y G6aratbox napacdisx Amepukn, KaHagn Tta 3BuyanHo x, YkpaiHu. Mu
posnoyanu L MNpekpacHy Tpaauuilo, Sk ocobnueui 3Hak cBATKyBaHHA 100-niTHboro
KOBineto Hawoi Lepksn Ta xoTinum 6 ii 3aTpymaTt B ManbyTHEOMY.

7. 3aBiwaHHsA: MNav’aTante npo Bawy napadisnbHy Llepkey CB. 0. Munkonas y BalLoMy 3anoBiTi.

MoxepTBM Ha npukpacy LlekBu B uvaci MNMocty Ta BenukogHs — npocumo 3pobutn CBOKO
NocurbHy NOXepTBY Ha Aekopauito Ta npukpacy NocnogHeoro poby Ta Llepksu Ha BenukgeHs.
Hanepig wmpo BAAYHI 3a Ballly XEPTBEHHICTb..

9. Wnw6: - HapeyeHi maloTb BNMcaTUCHA B KHWIY Ha BiHYaHHA 3a3ganerigb, ane He MeHL SK 3a
6 micauiB oo Becinns. 3a ui Micaui HapeyeHi matoTb BigbyTy nigrotosyi 6ecign i3 CBALLEHHUKOM.
MpuHaiMHi oauH 3 HapedeHux, abo ix GaTbkn MaloTb ByTU 3apeecTpoBaHUMMU
NpakTUKytouMMn napadpisHamu, Lodu BiH4aHHS Morno Biabytuca came B Lepksi ce. Mukonas.

10. Qopori lNocTti Haworo LlepkoBHOro Xpamy — 3 BEenuKOKW paficTio fnackaBo BiTaEMO Bac Yy
HaLLOMy LepKBHOMY XpaMmi Ta LLMpOo AAKYEMO 3a Bally aKTUBHY y4acTb Y
BorocnyxiHHsax. JliTypriyHe npoxaHHA 3anpowye Hac «l dal Ham
€OuHUMU ycmamu | €eOuUHUM cepueM crasumu ma ocnigygamu
npeyvecHe i genu4He im’s Teoe, Omus, i CuHa, i Cesmozo [yxa.». B
yaci Cnyxbu bBboxoi nuwe Kamonuku HanexHo AYyXOBHO
NpUroToBaHi, MOXyTb NPUCTYNW Ta FigHO NpunHaTK Ceate lMpuyacTs.
BipHi MNpaBocnaBHoi LlepkBa makox MoxXymb npucmynumu 3rigHo i3
IXHbOI Tpaguuier Ta BIiAMOBIAHO A0 KaHOHY 671. I3 3anuTaHHAMUK
LLIOJO0 LIEPKOBHMX NpaBuIl Ta Tpaauuin 3BepTanTeCch 40 NAPOXisiH, ANAKOHa abo CBALLEHHUKA.

11. N'ymaHiTapHa [Jonomora ansa YKpaiHMW — Hawa napoxis npogoBxye 36ipky i diHaHCOBUX
noxepTs i  MartepianbHUX pedven Ans Jonomorn YkpaiHi y uen HaasBuyamHO
@ cknagHui dac. bBaxatodi 3MOXyTb  3poOMTU  CBOI  MOXEPTBU  E€MEKTPOHHO
(www.cerkva.com) abo nonepaHb0 OOMOBMBLUMCE 3 oTueM. [skyemo ycim Bam 3a
Bally conigapHicte Ta nigTpumky. Monimocb 3a YkpaiHy. Hexan [ocnogb 3a

mMonuTBamu boropoaui 3axopoHnUTb Hally baTbKiBLLMHY!
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The Lord's Entrance into Jerusalem: Flowery or Palm Sunday

Verse 1: | am filled with love* for the Lord will hear the voice of my plea (Ps 114:1).
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God,* O Saviour, save us.
Verse 2: For He has inclined His ear to me,* and | will call to Him all the days of my life (Ps 114:2
Verse 3: The pangs of death encircled me,* the trials of Hades befell me (Ps 114:3).
Verse 4: | met with anguish and pain,* and called upon the name of the Lord (Ps 114:3-4).
Third Antiphon
Verse 1 (Soloist): Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever (Ps 117:1).

Refrain:  Troparion (Tone 1): Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised Lazarus
from the dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children, we also carry signs of victory* and cry to You, the
conqueror of death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in the name of the Lord.

Verse 2: Therefore, let the house of Israel say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever (Ps 117:2).
Verse 3 : Therefore, let the house of Aaron say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever (Ps 117:3).
Verse 4: Let all who fear the Lord say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever (Ps 117:4).

€ntrance Verse (Soloist): Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord, we bless you from the house of
the Lord; the Lord is God and has appeared to us (Ps 117:26-27).

Troparion (Tone 1): Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised Lazarus from the
dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children, we also carry signs of victory* and cry to You, the conqueror of
death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in the name of the Lord.

+Glory be.... Troparion (Tone 4): Buried with You through Baptism, O Christ our God,* we have been granted
immortal life by Your resurrection,* and we sing Your praises, crying out:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Now and Forever... Kontakion (Tone 6): Mounted on the throne in heaven, O Christ God,* and on a colt here on
earth,* You accepted the praise of the angels,* and the hymn of the children who cried to You:* Blessed are
You, who have to call Adam back.

Prokimen (4): Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;* God the Lord has appeared to us.
verse: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His mercy endures forever (Ps 117:1).

Reading of the €pistle of St. Paul to the Philippians (Phil 4:4-9): Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again | will
say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me,
and the God of peace will be with you.
Alleluia (Tone 1): Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has worked wonders (Ps 97:1).

verse: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God (Ps 97:1).
Gospel: (John 12:1-18):
Instead of "It is truly...": O my soul, magnify Christ who is seated on a foal.
Irmos (Tone 4): The Lord is God and has appeared to us: together let us celebrate. Come with great rejoicing;
let us magnify Christ with palms and olive branches, and with songs let us cry aloud to Him: Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord, our Saviour.

Gommunion: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;* God the Lord has appeared to us Alleluia (3x



KeiTHa Heninga; Bxin Focnonuii y Epycanum.

AHTUOH 1
Gruy 1: Bo3nobus 1, 60 Bucnyxas Focnogp ronoc MoniHHa moro (Mc 114,1).
Mpucnis: Monumeamu bozopoduyi, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

Gy 2: BO NPUXUANB BYXO CBOE A0 MeHe i y AHi moi npusosy (Mc 114,2).
Gy 3: O6HANM MmeHe 6onicTi cmepTHi, 6ian agosi 3yctpinn meHe (Mc 114,3).
Gy 4: CKopb i 6onicTb 3ycTpis A i npussas im'a focnoaHe (Mc 114,3-4).
AHTUOH 3
Grhy 1: Cnosigyntecsa Nocnogesi, 60 BiH 6aarunii, 60 Ha Biku municTb Moro (Mc 117,1).
Mpucnig: Tponap (raacl): CnifbHe BOCKPeciHHA nepes TBOIMM CTPACTAMM 3aneBHAOYM,* 3
MepTBUX BO3ABWUrHYB TW Jlasapsa, Xpucte boxke;* TMM-TO W MK, AK OTPOKM, 3HaMeHa
nepemorn Hocsauu, Tobi,* nepemoKueBi cmepTH, BOCKAMKYEMO:* OcaHHa B BULUHIX,* 61aroc/ioBEH, XTO
nae B im'a FocnogHe.
Gruy 2: Hexail e cKkaxke fim I3painis, 60 BiH 61aruit, 60 Ha BikM muaicTb ioro (Mc 117,2).
Gy 3: Hexai e ckaxe aim ApoHiB, 60 BiH 61arnii, 60 Ha Biku municTb ioro (Mc 117,3).
Gy 4: Hexali »ke CKaXKyTb yci, WwWo 6oaTbea Focnoaa, 60 BiH 61arunit, 60 Ha BikKM municTb Moro (Mc 117,4).

Byiane: bnarocnoseH, x1o ige B im'Aa FocnogHe, mu 6narocnosnanmn Bac i3 gomy locnogHboro, bor -
Focnogb i ABnBcA Ham (c 117,26-27).

Tponap (raac1): CninbHe BOCKpeCiHHA nepej, TBOIMM CTPACTAMMU 3aneBHANOYU,* 3 MEPTBUX BO3ABUTHYB TM

Nasapa, Xpucte boxe;* TMM-TO 1 MM, AK OTPOKM, 3HAMeHa Nnepemorn Hocadu, Tobi,* nepemokuesi
CMepTH, BOCKAMKYemO:* OcaHHa B BWLIHIX,* 6narocnoseH, xTo hae B im'a FocnoaHe.

+Gaaga.... Tponap (raac 4): MNorpebaBwu cebe pasom 3 Tobow 4Yepes xpeleHHs, Xpucte Boxe Haw,*
cnofobununca mm 6e3cMepTHOI KM3HI Yepes TBOE BOCKPECiHHA™ i, 3acniBytoum, Kanyemo:* OcaHHa B BULHIX,*
6narocnoBeH, xTo e B im'a FTocnoaHe.
I HHHi.... Konpak (raac 6): Ha npectoni Ha Hebi,* Ha »Kepeb'aTi Ha 3emni Tebe HocATb. XpucTe boxe;* aHrenis
XBaNiHHA | AiTel ocniByBaHHA NPWUNHAB TW;* BOHWM KnuKanu po Tebe:* BnarocnoBeHHWU TH, WO Maew
Afama npussaTu.
Tpokimen(4): BnarocnoseH, xTo e B im'a FfocnogHe,* bor —Tocnoab i asusca Ham (Mc 117,26-27).

Gruy: CnosigyiTeca Flocnogosi, 60 BiH 61arnin, 60 Ha BiKM MuAicTb 1oro (Mc 117,1).
Ao DdHAHIAH MOCAAHHA CB. anocToAd Tlaraa unranua: (dan 4, 4-9): BpaTra, pagyinteca 3aBKau y Focnoaj; 3HOBY
KaxKy: PagyiTeca! Xan Bawa gobposnunusictb byae Bcim ntoasam sigoma. Focnogb 6am3bko! Hi npo wo He
KYpiTbCA, ane B ycbomy nossBnsakTe Borosi Bawi npoxaHHA MOAWTBOO i BnaraHHAM 3 nogsAkoto. | mup
BOXWiA, WO BULWMIA Big, yCAKOro yaBneHHs, 6epertume cepus M AymKu Bawi y XpucTi Icyci. HaocTaHky,
6paTu, yce, WO AUW MpaBAMBE, WO YecHe, WO CNpaBeasvBe, WO u4ucTe, Wwo nwbe, wo waHobause,
KOM fIKacb 4YecHoTa uM LWobyab noxsBasbHe, — NPO Te AymaiTe! Yoro BM HaBYMAUCA, WO NPUIAHAK, WO
no4ynu Ta 6aunan B MeHi — Te UnHiTe, i bor mmpy 6yae 3 Bamu.

Aanaya (raac 1): 3acnisaiite Focnogesi nicHio Hosy, 60 anBHe cotBopms Mocnoab(Mc97,1).

Gruy: Buginm Bci KiHLi 3emni cnaceHHs bora Haworo(Mc97,1).
€eaneenie: (e 12, 1-18):
3amicTs AocTorino: Bennuai, gywe mos, Mfocnoga, Wwo cuamnTh Ha Kepeb'sTi.
Ipmoc (4): Bor — Tocnoap i ABMBCA Ham, CNpaBAsiTE NpPasHWK i, BECENAYUCb, MPUIAAITb, BO3BEIUYMMO
XpwcTa 3 KBiTaMu i ranyskamu, B MicHAX KNndyun: bnarocnoseH, xTo iae B im'a Focnoaa, Cnaca Halworo.
Ipuyacunii: BnarocnoseH, xTo hae B im'a NocnogHe,* Bor — Mocnoab i asusca Ham (Mc 117,26). Anunys (x3).
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EiD

[Letus go together to meet Christ on the Mount of
Olives. Today He returns from Bethany and proceeds
of His own free will toward His holy and blessed pas-
sion, to consummate the mystery of our salvation. He
who came down from heaven to raise us from the
depths of sin, to raise us with Himselt, we are told
in Scripture, ahove every sovereignty, authority and
power, and every other name that can be named, now
comes of His own free will to make His journey to
Jerusalem.

Let us run to accompany Him as He hastens to-
ward His passion, and imitate those who met Him
then, not by covering is path with garments, olive
branches or palms, bul by doing all we can to prostrate
ourselves before Him b}' being humble and by trying
to live as THe would wish. Then we shall be ahle to
receive the Word at His coming, and God, whom no
limits can contain, will be within us.

In His humility Christ entered the dark regions
of our fallen world and He is glad that He became
s0 humble for our sake, glad that He came and lived
among us and shared in our nature in order to raise

Accompanying Christ

us up again to Himself. And even though we are told
that He has now ascended above the highest heavens
- the proof, surely, of His power and godhead - His
love for man will never rest until e has raised our
carthbound nature from glory to glory, and made it
one with His own in heaven.

So let us spread before Tis feet, not garments or
soulless olive branches, which delight the eye for a
few hours and then wither, but ourselves, clothed in
His grace, or rather, clothed completely in Him. We
who have been baptized into Christ must ourselves
be the garments that we bplL.ld before Him. Now
that the crimson stains of our sins have been washed
away in the saving waters of baptism and we have be-
come white as pure wool, let us present the conqueror
of death, not with mere branches of palms but with
the real rewards of His victory. Let our souls take the
place of the welcoming branches as we join today in
the children’s holy song: Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord. Blessed is the king of Isracl.

St Andrew of Crete
For mare information on Eastern spirituality, visit
www.ecpubs.com
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