ST. NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
2410 - 4™ Ave. Watervliet, NY 12189 Tel: 518-273-6752
Web: www.cerkva.com E-mail: office@cerkva.com
Pastor: Rev. Mikhail Myshchuk
Deacon: Rev. Deacon Thomas Gutch
Trustees: Nicholas Fil & Irene Skalij
Cantor — Olesia Verzole

facebook https://www.facebook.com/cerkvaNY
You@TT  https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUC77sQaMuJV_41IZqRhpc5ig

Xpueroe Poxpaerncal  Gaagimo Horo!

Dec 24 2023 Ghrist is Born!  Glorify Him!
Sunday, December 24, 2023
Sun 9:00 am - 3a Bcix napadisii - For all parishioners (in UKR)
10:30 am - Rosary (in ENG)
11:00 am + Bernadette, Michael & Christopher Drabik (in ENG) By the friends

Mon 9:30am Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ *** Pianso 'ocioia Hamoro Icyca Xpucra
- 3a Bcix napadisiH - For all parishioners
- Liturgy for all donors and benefactors of the parish

Tue 10:00 AM Synaxis of the Mother of God - Cobop NpecBaToi Boroponuui
- For the sick and homebound of the parish OMPHS
Wed 9:00 am - God’s blessing for Frank Bellicose and his family By Bellicose family
Thu
Fri ~ 9:00 am + Bernadette Drabik By J. Chakonas
Sat 8:00 am - Confessions with Fr. Mikhail
9:00 am + Christopher R. Karabin By W. Mokey & family
5:00 pm - Vespers

Sun  9:00 am + Iwan & Maria & Carol Szeremeta (in UKR) By Legacy Liturgy

10:30 am - Rosary (in ENG)

11:00 am - 3a Bcix napadisiH - For all parishioners (in ENG) By the friends

Readings of the week are : The Saints of the week are:
Sun Heb 11:9-10; 17-23; 32-40 Mt 1:1-25 Sun Christmas Eve; H.V. M. Eugenia
Mon Gal 4:4-7 Mt 2:1-12 Mon Nativity of Our Lord, God & Savior Jesus Christ
Tue Heb 2:11-18 Mt 2:13-23 Tue Synaxis of the Theotokos; H. & J. Joseph Et Al
Wed Act 6:8-15; 7:1-5; 47-60 Mt 21:33-42 Wed H. A. Stephen, Theodore “the Branded”
Thu James 1:19-27 Mk 11:27-33 Thu 2,000 Martyrs burned in Nicomedia Et Al
Fri  James 2:1-13 Mk 12:1-12 Fri  Holy Children Murdered by Herod in Bethlehem Et Al
Sat 1Tim6:11-16 Mt 12:15-21 Sat H.M. Anysia; H.M. & Pres. Zoticus
Sun Gal 1: 1119 Mt 2:13-23 Sun Just Joseph, King David; St James. Br. of the Lord; V M Melania
Ushers Epistle Readers
| Liturgy 2 Liturgy | Liturgy 2 Liturgy

Dec. 24 N.Verzole, W.Verzole D.Filak K. Fazioli J. Fazioli V. Holovashchenko P. Ranalli
Dec. 25 N.Fil, T.Myshchuk, M.Olijnyk I. Skalij, J. Skalij O. Verzole 0. Verzole
Dec. 31 W.Klem, E.Sydor, N.Fil T. Lee, C. Lee A. Serdyuk |. Skalij

We the community of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church are of Eastern rite and Byzantine tradition.
We are committed to sharing our faith, tradition, and God's Light by embracing & living out
God's two greatest commandments:

a) love God with all your heart, soul, and mind b) love your neighbor as yourself,

Our church emhodies the Ukrainian spirit, culture, and heritage while welcoming
all races, ethnicities, & and nationalities.
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1. Greetings from the clergy - On the holy Feast of the Birth in the Flesh of Our
Lord, and God and Savior Jesus Christ, we pray to Almighty God and ask for many
blessings for all of you, and your families, for all our friends and guests. May Jesus
Christ be born in your heart today, and may He fill your soul with His Holy Spirit.

God's Love and God's peace be with you at this Christmas and always!

GHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

2. Christmas Loaf — Today we will bless and distribute the Christmas Loaf PROSFORA.
You are to share it during Christmas Eve Supper, “Sviati Vechir” with members of your
family. Please take one loaf per family.

3. Parish Membership - We welcome all our visitors and guests who worship at St. Nicholas. We
invite families and individuals who wish to become members to register with us by calling the
Church Office at 273-6752 via e-mail: office@cerkva.com, or speaking with Fr. Mikhail.

4. Epistle Reading Schedule for 2024 - is being preprared. If you want to know more information
about this ministry or be placed on the list, contact our cantor Olesia Verzole or Fr. Mikhail.

5. The End of the Year — is approaching fast, and you may wish to review your offering envelopes
to see if you postponed or overlooked any that you wanted to make up before the books are
closed on December 31, 2023.

6. New Offering Envelopes If you do not have offering envelopes, drop us a note with your

information in the collection basket. Parishioners who have reached adulthood and/or

g‘%}@ finished school let us know so that we can prepare your personal offering envelopes
for next year. Parents may remind them. ©

7. Proper Church Attire: Church is a sacred place with its traditions. When we come to worship
we should respect those traditions. Today we would like to emphasize church attire. Our clothes
should be modest and tasteful. Inappropriate attire such as jeans, shorts, sneakers, tight pants,
mid-thigh dresses and skirts, low cut blouses can be perceived

8. Usher / Money Counter Schedule for 2024 — will be completed soon. We welcome new
volunteers; no experience is required. Please contact Irene Skalij 518-326-0067 or Nicholas Fil
(518-785-7596) if you wish to be added to this schedule. Those wishing to be removed or
reassign to another ministry, please also let them know.

9. Thank You — to O.& J. Oliynyk, R. Levytsky, Y. Ponomarov, Kokhanovska, Y. Labyak, and P.
Lutsenko who decorated our church so beautifully for Christmas. Also to N. Holovashchenko &
O. Nazar who changed all the linens. May God bless them for their thoughtfulness!

10. Patronize our Advertisers - on the back of our weekly bulletin are the names of those who
advertise with us. We ask that you please patronize these generous people. We wish that God
may grant them many successful years in their profession.

11. Our Visitors and Guests - welcome you to our liturgical worship. May our Lord grant us with
one voice and one heart to glorify and sing the praises of His honored and
magnificent Name. We invite all Catholics in good standing with the Church to
partake in the Holy Communion. Orthodox Faithful may also receive Holy
’&ﬂ‘ Communion (Canon 671). We ask people of all other denominations and religions to

abstain of coming forward, but wait, for you will receive a blessing with the Holy Gifts

at the end of the Holy Communion. With any questions about our faith and worship
services, please kindly seek Fr. Dc. T. Gutch or Fr. Mikhail Myshchuk.

12. Bequests- Remember your St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in making out your will.
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13. Prayers and Sacraments for the sick - If a family member is seriously ill at home or in a
hospital, or unable to come to Church and would like to receive the Holy Sacrament of
Confession and or Holy Communion, please call the parish office to arrange pastor’s visit.

14. Unique Christmas Gifts — This holiday season, please consider giving the gift of your time and
talent, while reaping happiness at the same time! We are looking for individuals, pairs/couples
or families to donate a small amount of time to help with these ministries:

1) Delivering donated food items to local food pantries (suitable for volunteers from either
liturgy, less than 1 hour, once per month)
2) Delivering left over bread products to Joseph’s House (suitable for volunteers from the
second liturgy, twice per month)
3) Becoming an usher/money counter (suitable for pairs/couples, once every 5-6 weeks)
For more information, contact Fr. Mikhail, Mykola (Nick) Fil.

15. Joseph's House and Shelter — this winter has a new set of needs for the guests that come into
the shelter on a daily basis. There is a need for men’s and women’s underwear, socks, dryer
sheets, along with the usual cold weather articles If you are willing to help, please drop
items in the box marked Joseph’s House in the vestibule and they will be delivered.

16. Cemetery- Purchase of a cemetery plot is a privilege reserved for our parishioners. For detailed
information please contact church office at 518-273-6752.

CONCERNING OUR VISITORS AND GUESTS

One of the gifts we can give others is the gift of our hospitality. Each Sunday please take a moment to
greet those among us whom you might not know. You can simply say “Glory be to Jesus Christ, my
nameis. ... itis good to see you this morning.”

If this is a returning member, don’'t make him/her feel uncomfortable because of their absence; also
be ready to show the new attendees our church and try to explain to them the meaning of what we do
at worship as much as you can.

Perhaps you can invite them down for coffee and introduce them to other members of St. Nicholas parish.
Remember! It is through you they will meet the St Nicholas Church. Let us be generous in our hospitality and
welcome them into the Mystery of Christ's Life.

[Ilzpo macra Bam Gaxaem
I ycix Bac paaicro Bitaem,
& DisapoM XpHCTOBHM,
& Hoeum Dorom
8. CBamm ropAaHom
Aa#t Boxe B pasocri
cearkysard, B macri posri
POKH IIPOXHTH, Ta Bidne
llapcreo coGi 8aCAYXHTH.
Kprcroc Poxagerbeal Caapivo
Horol

We sincerely wish you happiness
and joy in celebration of the
Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the New Year, and the Holy
Theophany!

May the Lord allow you to
celebrate these holy days with
delightful hearts. To live happily
for many years and to be worthy
of the Teavenly Kingdom.
Christ is Born!

Glorify Him!



1. PisgBaHe [MpusitaHHa Big OTuiB — B uen papicHun 4vac Xpuctosoro Piszaga,
3aHOCKMMO Hawi monuTem o ocnoga Ta 6naraemo npo Boxe GnarocrnoBeHHs Ans
ycix Bac. Monumocs, wob Bawa nwoboB o 'ocnoga 3aBxam pocna Ta npuHocuna
nnoan mwunocepas. Xanm HOBOHapoKeHe AuTsS ocenutbea y Bawomy cepui Ta
6narocnosuTb Bac ycakum gobpom, 300poB’aM, Wwactam Ta Mupom!

XPUGTOG POKAAETLGH! CAARIALO HOTO!

2. PispBsiHa Mpocdopa — npocumo B3ATU npoccopy i3 coboo Ao oomMy Ta po3ginutu i Mix

. uneHamu Bawoi ciM’i B Yaci PizgesaHol Beuepi — ,CBsatoro Beuopa”. PosgineHa npocdopa

i npuragye Ham, WO YCi MW HanexXumo [0 OJHIEl CiM’i, Xxova € pi3HUMU Kycoudkamu.
» CnoXxmBaHHs Big ogHiel npocopn € CUMBONIOM HALIOMO €AHAHHS.

3. PeecTpauis — Mwu nackaBo npocMmo ycix 0OaxaluMx CcTaTtv 4neHamy Hawoi napodii,
MoBiAOMUTK MPO Lie LiepKoBHMI odic Ten: 273-6752 abo office@cerkva.com.

4. ®iHaHcoBun Pik 2023 — nigxoanTb OO CBOro 3akiHY4eHHs. Xau KOXeH nepernsiHe CBOi KOHBEPHU
noxepTs, 4yn 6yBa Mu Yoro He gomsAHynW. | AKkwWwo Bu We xoTinm 6 3pobutn noxepTBy Ha Byadb-
AKY Uinb, TO 3pobiTh i e A0 3aKiHYEeHHS LbOro POKYy.

5. KoHBepTtu lMoxepTB — M1 OOHOBNSIEMO CNMCKM iMeH napodisiH Ha HacTynHuin 2024 pik. Tomy
| Gaxalumx OoTpuMMaTM KOHBEPTWU-MOXEPTB MNPOCUMO ModaTu Bawi [AaHi go
uepkoBHoro odpicy, 3atenedoHyBaBwmn 518-273-6752 (y cepefy Ta M'STHWLLIO)
abo e-mail: office@cerkva.com. [lMpocumo OGaTbkiB 3aoxo4vyBaTu AiTEN, LWO
OOCSIMN BiKy 3PifOCTi Ta 3aKiHYMIM HaBYaHHSA Y KOnegxXi, CTaTty NOBHOUIHHMMMW YneHamu napodii
Ta OTPUMATUN KOHBEPTU MOXEPTB.

6. Po3knap uutaHHa Anoctona 2024 — oTpumaTtn QOKnagHiwy iHopmaLito Npo ue CnyxXiHHA Ta
Baxatounx umtatn CB. Anocrtona npocumo 3BepTaTuck o asika Oneci Bep3on abo o. Muxarina.

7. TymaHiTapHa JJonomora ans YkpaiHu — Ue diHaHCOBa Ta maTtepianbHa 36ipka gns gonomoru
YkpaiHi y uen HaasBuyaHO cknagHui yac (www.cerkva.com/donations/). Oskyemo 3a Bawly
niaTpumky. Monimock go Nocnoga wob 3a monutBamun Boropoamui XopoHMB Hawy baTbKiBLUMHY!

8. MoniHHa Ta CB. TaHM ANA XBOPUX — KOMU XTOCb i3 POOUHWN € BaXKKO XBOPWIA BOOMA 4M Y
nikapHi, NoTpibHO NOBIAOMWTK MPO Le napoxa, LWob NOMONUBCA Haf XBOPMM Ta YAINuB nomy/in
Cs. Tawvinu (Cnosigi, €BxapucTii Ta OnuBonomasaHHs) Ha 3uineHHs gywi Ta Tina. LWupi monuTtem
BCi€l LIepKBM € HAA3BNYANHO MOMIYHUMW ON1S OOYXKaHHS.

9. LiBuHTap y 3MmMoBMM Yac — BigMoOBIAHO A0 LUBUHTapHWX NPaBui JfMLLE XMBI MPUKPACU MOXYTb
OyTu nocTaBneHHi Ha UBuHTapi. LUTy4Hi npukpacu OyayTe 3abpaHi Ha TMMYacoBe 36epiraHHs.

10.3aBiwaHHA: MNam’atante npo Bawy napadisanesHy Liepksy Cs. 0. Mukonas y BalomMy 3anosiTi.

11. Y BMnaaky noraHoi norogu — B ManbyTHLOMY y BUNaAKy AyXXe NoraHoi noroau y Heginto, &
BignpaBnsaTumeTbcsa nuwe ogHa Cnyx6a boxa B ykp. i aHr. moBax B 11-1 rog paHky. 7

12. CeppeuHa Nogsika — ana O. ta A. OninHuk, C. KoxaHoBcbka Ta f1. MoHomapos, 0. N1a6’sk,
M. NyueHko, Ta P. JleBUUbLKUIA 3a OeKOpPYyBaHHA ANUHOK, | ang n. H. NonoBaweHko Ta O.
Hasap 3a 3miHy 06pyciB 0o Pi3aBaHux cBaT. Hexan HoBOHapogkeHun Mocnogb nobnarocrnoBuTb
X ycix 3a 6annmBeicTb.

13. MigTpuMyimo Hawwmx CnoHcopiB- Ha OCTaHHIN CTOPIHLi HALIOro BiCHMKa MO3HANWOMTECH i3
TUMKW, XTO MIATPMMYE OPYK HALWIOro LEePKOBHOrO BiCHWKa. Mw BAs4dHi iM 3a migTpumky, Ta
3a0x04yeMO Bac nigTpumaTu ix. Monumocs, wob Mocnogb 6rarocnoBuB iXHIO cnpaey.
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Sunday before the Nativity of Ghrist; Sunday of the Holy Fathers.

Troparion, Tone 5: Let us the faithful acclaim and worship the Word,* co-eternal with the
Father and the Spirit,* and born of the Virgin for our salvation.* For He willed to be lifted
up on the cross in the flesh, to suffer death* and to raise the dead by His glorious
Resurrection.

Troparion (2): Great are the achievements of faith!* In the fountain of flames, the three
. = holy youths rejoiced as by the water of rest,* and the prophet Daniel was revealed
shepherding lions like sheep.” Through their intercession, O Christ God, save our souls.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Now and For ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion, (6): Armed by the Being that defies description* You defied the man-made idol, O thrice
blessed youth.* In the midst of the unbearable flames you stood and cried out to God:* “In Your mercy, O
gracious One, hasten and come to our aid,” for You can do whatever You will.

Prokimen (4) Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* and praised and glorified is Your name for ever.
verse: For You are righteous in everything that You have done to us (Dn 3:27).

Reading of the €pistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews.: (Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40): Brethren, by faith Abraham
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac.
He who had received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told, ‘It is
through Isaac that descendants shall be named after you.” He considered the fact that God is able even to
raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back....... And what more
should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut
the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others
were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking
and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they
were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, and
tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves
and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what
was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, without us, be made
perfect.

Allelvia : O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have told us the work You did in their days.
verse: You saved us from our oppressors and put to shame those who hate us (Ps 43:8).

Gospel: (Matthew 1:1-25): An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, .....

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,
but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Gommunion : Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest (Psalm 148:1).* Rejoice in the
Lord, O you just;* praise befits the righteous (Psalm 32:1).* Alleluia! (3x)




Hepina nepen Pizgsom Xpucroeum. Hepgina cBaTux 0Tuis.

Tponap (raac 5): CobesHauyanbHe Crioso OTuto i Oyxosi,* Big [iBn poaXeHe Ha CnaceHHst
Halle,* ocnisanmo, BipHi, i NoknoHiMcs,* 60 6naroBonuB NMOTTHO 3iATU Ha XpecT*
CMepTb NepeTepniT, i BOCKPECUTN YMEPNUX™ CNaBHUM BOCKPECIHHSIM CBOIM.

Tponap, (raac 2): Benui I'IO,D,BVIFVI BipW,* B mxXepeni nonymM’si, K Ha CMOKiNHINA BOAi, CBﬂTi
TPU OTPOKM pagyBanucs;* i npopok [aHuin nacTupem nesiB, Haye oBeLb, ABMABCA.”
monuTtBamu, Xpucte boxe, cnacu aywi Hawwi.

+Gaaga Oruto, i Guuy, | GeaTomy Ayxori. I HuHI, | noBCAKYMAC, | HA RIKH BiMHi. AMiHb.

Koupak (raac 6): PykonncaHomy o6pasoBi He MOKMOHUBLUMCS,* ane HeONUCaHHUM ECTBOM 3axXUCTMBLLNCS,
TpubnaxeHHi,* B NoABU3i BOrHIO BW NPOCNaBWUMMCA,* i nocepen HeCcTeprnHoro nonym’'ss crosuum, bora Bu
npusBanu:* MNMocniwwnck, o WWeapui, i ckopo Npuriam Sk MUIOCTUBUIA HAM Ha nomid,” 60 Tu MoxeLl, SKLLOo
Bons Teos.

Ipokimen(4):BbnarocnoseH ecu, Nocnoam, Boxe oTuiB HaKX, | XBanbHe, | NpocnaBneHe iM's TBOE Ha BiKU.
Gruy: Bo npaBegHUN ecn B ycbomy, WO coTBOPMB TK Ham (daH 3,27).

Ao Brpeir nocaanua ck. anocroaa Iaraa unranua: (Gep 11,9-10. 17-23. 32-40): bpammsi, Bipoto ABpaaMm nepebysas
y 0BiusHIn 3emni, SK Y Yy, XMBYYM Yy HameTax 3 Icaakom Ta AKOBOM, CNaAKOEMUSAMU, SIK i BiH, Ti€i camoi
06iTHMUI. Bo YekaB MicTa 3 HEMOXMTHUMM OCHOBaMM, sikoro bor GyaiBHMYMIA | 3acHOBHUK. Bipoto ABpaawm,
nocTaBneHnin Ha npoby, NpuHIC y XepTBy lcaaka; i TO €AMHOPOOHOrO MPUHIC y XEepTBY CWHA, BiH, LWO
06iTHMUI ogepxaB, A0 sikoro 6yno ckasaHo: «Big Icaaka To6i HapoaUTLCA NOTOMCTBOY», Aymatouu, wo bor
Mae cuiy i 3 MepTBMX BOCKPECUTU; TOMY MOro M odepaB Hasag, sik cumBon. Bipoto Icaak 6narocnosums
fAkosa Ta lcaa Ha MmaiibyTHe. Bipowo Skie, nepen cmepTio, 6narocnosme KoxHoro 3 cuHis Mocuda i
MOKMOHMBCA, CMMpaloYMCh Ha KiHeub manuui cBoei. Bipoto Mocud, BMMpatoun, 3ragaB npo BUXiA CUHIB
I3pains i po3nopsamecsa nNpo cBOi KOCTi. Bipoto 6aTtbku Molicesi, sik BiH HapogmBCs, TpWU MicsiLi noro
xoBanu, 60 6aunnu Kpacy AUTWHMK, | He 3NAKaNMCcs LapCbKoro Hakasy. | wo we ckaxy? Yacy He BucTaHe
MEHIi, Konu 3axompkyca posnosigaty npo 'eaeoHa, npo Bapaka, npo CamcoHa, npo €dTy, npo dasuaa n
Camyina Ta npopokis, WO Bipow nigbwnu uapcTBa, YMHUNW CNpaBeAnmBICTb, OBITHWLL OCATHYMMW,
3aropogunu nayi neeam, CuIy BOTHIO racunu, BiCTPS Meya YHUKanu, ctaBanu CunbHi, OyBLUW Hegonyri, Ha
BilHi MPOSABWUAN MYXHICTb, HAaCKOKM YyXXWUHLiB Bigbmeanu. XKiHk1 gictaBanu Hasag CBOIX NOMEPNMX, SKi
BOCKpecanu. IHwWi 3armHynm B MyKax, BiLKWHYBLUM BU3BOSIEHHSA, WOO OCArHYTM Ninwe BOCKPECIHHA. |HLi
Hapyr i OuyiB 3as3Hanu Ta We N KaWdaHiB i B'A3HULI; iX KaMEHOBaHO, pO3pidyBaHO NWol, GpaHo Ha
JOMUTK; BOHM BMUpanu, medem 3abuTi; TUHANUCA B OBEYMX Ta KO3A4MX LUKypax, 306igoBaHi, rHOGneHi,
KPUBXEHI; BOHW, sIKMX CBIT OyB HeBapTwui, Onykanu MyCTUHSIMM, ropamu, nevyepamy Ta 3eMHUMMU
BepTenamu. | BCi BOHKU, Aapma Wwo manu gobpe 3acBigvyeHHs Bipolo, He ogepxanu obiusHoro, 60 bor
30epir Ham LWocCb Kpalle, Wwob BoHN He 6e3 Hac ocArnu OCKOHanICTb.

Aanaya (raac 4): Boxe, ylumma HaWMMK My NoYynu i oTui Hawi cnosicTunu Ham (Mc 43,2).
Gruy: TW cnac Hac Big TUX, WO HaNacTykTb HAac, | TUX, WO HEHaBUAsTb Hac, 3acopomus Tu (¢ 4).

Geanreaie: (ALt 1,1-25): Pogosig Icyca Xpucta, cuHa [JaBmaa, cuHa ABpaama. .....

............. HapomxkerHs Icyca Xpucta Bigbynoca Tak: Mapis, 6yna 3apyyeHa 3 Mocudom; ane,
nepeg TUM, SIKk BOHW 3iMLLNKUCS, BUSIBMITOCS, WO BOHa Oyna BariTHa Big CeaToro [yxa. I7Iocmcb, il YOnoBiIK,
OyBLIM NpaBeaHui i He GaxaBLum ii ocnaBuMTK, XOTIB TakoMma ii BignycTuTu. | OT, Konu BiH Le 3agymas,
aHren ocnogHin 3'aBuBCA oMy yBi CHi 11 MoBmB: “Mocudbe, cuHy [asuaa, He 6iiick y3aT Mapito, TBOK0O
XiHKy, 60 Te, WO B Hi 3a4anocb, noxoauTb Big Ceatoro [yxa. BoHa nopoanTb cvHa, i TM gacu nomy im’s
Icyc, 60 BiH cnace HapoA CBi Big rpixiB ixHix.” A cTtanocsa Bce e, Wob 3aiicHunock FoCnogHe CrnoBo:
“Ocb, giBa matnme B yTpoOi 1 NOPOAUTL CUHA, | AaayTb Nomy iM'a EMmaHyin, wo 3Haumtb: 3 Hamu Bor.”
MpOoKuHyBLINCD, WMocud 3pobus, sik 3Benis nomy aHren (OCNOAHIN: NPUIAHAB CBOIO XiHKY; Ta He cnisHaB ii,
aX MoKy nopoauna cuHa, i BiH gae nomy im’a lcyc.

Tpuuacuuii: XBanite Mocnoga 3 Hebec, xBanite Moro Ha BMCOTax (Mc 148,1).
Apyruii: Pagyvitecs, npasegHi, y Focnoai, npasum Hanexuts noxsana (Mc 32,1). Anunys (x3).
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Marthew’s genealogy is extraordinarily compre-
hensive in his theology of the roots of Jesus' story
in the Old Testament. But that is only one part
of the story of Jesus Christ. The story has a se-
quence as well; and the continuing sequence is
what makes the genealogy “good news” for Mat-
thew's audience and for us. Human being have
been empowered to preserve, proclaim, and con-
vey the salvation brought by Jesus Christ through-
out history. The God who wrote the beginnings
with crooked lines also writes the sequence with
crooked lines, and some of those lines are our own
lives and witness.

A God who did not hesitate to use the scheming
as well as the noble, the impure as well as the pure,
men to whom the world hearkened and women
upon whom the world frowned - this God con-
tinues to work through the same melange. If it
was a challenge to recognize in the last part of

The Story of the Origin of Jesus Christ, Son of David, and the Rest of the Names

Matthew's genealogy that totally unknown people
were part of the story of Jesus Christ, it may be a
greater challenge to recognize that the unknown
characters of today are an essential part of the se-
quence. The proclamation of that genealogy in the
Advent liturgy is designed to give us hope about
our destiny and our importance.

By stressing the all-powerful grace of God, the
genealogy presents its greatest challenge to those
who will accept only an idealized Jesus Christ
whaose story they would write only with straight
lines and whose portrait they would paint only in
pastel colors. If we look at the whole story and
the total picture, the Gospels teach us that Jesus’
ministry was not thus; the history of the church
teaches us that the sequence as not thus. God’s
grace can work even with people like us.

Father Raymond E. Brown, 8.8,
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