St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
2410 - 4th Ave. Watervliet, NY 12189 Tel: 518-273-6752

Web: www.cerkva.com E-mail: office@cerkva.com
Facebook Page - https:/ /www.facebook.com/cerkvaNY
Pastor: Rev. Mikhail Myshchuk
Deacon: Rev. Deacon Thomas Gutch
Trustees: Nicholas Fil & Irene Skalij
Cantor - Olesia Verzole

Glory he to Jesus Ghrist! Glory he Forever

Dec 14, 2025 . Tone 2
’ Gaaga Icycy Xpucty! Gaara Ha rikn!
220 www.facebook.com/cerkvaNY YoufITT) https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC77sQaMulV_4IIZqRhpc5jg
Divine Liturgies December 14, 2025
Sun  9:00 AM - 3a Bcix napadisiH - For all parishioners (in UKR)
10:30 AM - Rosary (in ENG)
11:00 AM + Nicholas & Dorothy Zavisky (in ENG) By B. Zavisky
Mon 9:00 AM + Bernadette Drabik and deceased of her family By J. Chakonas
Tue 9:00 AM - Michael J. Albano By M/M Philip Crandal & fam.
Wed 9:00 AM - For health of Thomas Abraham By J. Chakonas
Thu 9:00 AM + Bernadette Drabik and deceased of her family By J. Chakonas
Fri 9:00 AM + Jesse B. Crandall Jr By M/M Philip Crandal & fam.
Sat  9:00-12:00 Confessions Before Christmas with visiting clergy
11:00 AM + Ivan & Luba Mokey, Michael & Bohdana Berezansky, Sam & Key Ksenich By Myshchuk family
Sun 9:00-12:00 Confessions Before Christmas with visiting clergy
9:00 AM  + Viktor Szurpik (in UKR) By Lida Szurpik
10:30 AM - Rosary (in ENG)
11:00 AM - 3a Bcix napacpisiH - For all parishioners (in ENG)
Readings of the week are : The Saints of the week are:
Sun Col 3:4-11 Lk 14:16-24 Sun H.M. Thyrsus, Leucius, Philemon, Apollonius & Callinicus
Mon 2 Tim 2:20-26 Lk 19:37-44 Mon H.P.-M. Eleutherius; V.F. Paul of Latra; H.F. Stephen the C.
Tue 2Tim 3:16-4:4 Lk 19:45-48 Tue H.P. Haggai (Aggee) (6th c. BC)
Wed 2 Tim 4:9-22 Lk 20:2-8 Wed H. P. Daniel, the Three H. Youths, Ananiah, Azaraih & Mishael
Thu  Titus 1:5-2:1 Lk 20:9-18 Thu H.M. Sebastian Et Al
Fri Titus 1:15-2:10 Lk 20:19-26 Fri  H.M. Boniface
Sat Gal 3:8-12 Lk 13:18-29 Sat H.P.-M. Ignatius the Godbearer
Sun Heb 11:9-10; 17-23; 32-40 Mt 1:1-25 Sun H.M. Juliana of Nicomedia (Sunday before Christmas)
Ushers Epistle Readers
| Liturgy 2 Liturgy | Liturgy 2 Liturgy
Dec 14 N.Verzole W.Verzole D.Filak C. Lee, T. Lee A. Labiak R. Paylo
Dec 21 V.Holovashchenko N.Chervinka O.Bertsch K Fazioli, J. Fazioli Y. Myshchuk M.M. Keniry
Liturgical Singing
Opening Song Closing Song
Dec 14 B crtpaci i nokopi / We Are Gathered - (pg 1) JleBapos, gonuHoB / Immaculate Mary — (pg 44)

Dec 21 bnarocnosu Bcim/ O blessus all - (pg 6) MpenebecHa lMpeyvyaecHa / O Most Holy - (pg 4)
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1. Parish Membership — anyone interested in becoming a registered member, please call the
Church Office at 273-6752 via e-mail: office@cerkva.com, or speak with Fr. Mikhail.

2. Christmas Loaf — Next Sunday we will bless and distribute the Christmas Loaf. We will share it
during Christmas Eve Supper, “Sviati Vechir”. You are invited to take one loaf per family & divide
it at

3. Prayers and Sacraments for the sick - If a family member is seriously ill at home or in a hospital,
or unable to come to Church and would like to receive the Holy Sacrament of Confession and or
Holy Communion, please call the parish office to arrange pastor’s visit

4. Christmas Confessions - on Saturday Dec. 20 (from 9:00am — 12:00pm) & Sunday,
December 21th (from 8:30am - 12:00pm). Fr. Vasyl Vorokh is invited to help. Note: The Holy
Sacrament of Confession is a great God's gift to us. Plan your time accordingly and prepare
yourself properly to receive it worthily for the forgiveness of your sins for life everlasting.

5. Thank you — Pyrohy Sale Workers - for all your hard work in preparing the sale and once again
making it a great success. Thank you those of you who have volunteered for the
Q{,x fihn“”t 80“ first time, and to those who have been volunteering “forever”. Thank you to all
’hjw?* y f”,,‘ who have made donations of money, food, items and decorations. May God bless

you all! It's great honor to be a member of such a wonderful parish community.

6. Thank you — St. Nicholas Day was a great success. Our sincere gratitude goes to all parishioners
/ of St. Nicholas parish and especially to I. Skiliy, D. Felak, O. & S. Myshchuk to the
% teachers and students of Capital District Saturday School of Ukrainian Studies and
#4! 1o all who helped to make this Feast Day a memorable one. May God through the

prayers of St. Nicholas bless you.

7. Usher / Money Counter Schedule — The 2026 schedule is being finalized soon. We warmly
welcome new volunteers—no experience needed! If you'd like to be added, please contact:Irene
Skalij 518-326-0067 or Nicholas Fil (518-785-7596). If you wish to be removed or reassigned to
another ministry, kindly let us know. Your service is deeply appreciated!

8. The End of the Year - As we approach the end of the year, you may wish to review your offering
envelopes to see if you postponed or overlooked any that you want to make up before the books
are closed on December 31, 2025.

9. New Offering Envelopes If you do not have offering envelopes, drop us a note with your

information in the collection basket. Parishioners who have reached adulthood and/or

ﬁfvfgll})r]ljg finished school let us know so that we can prepare your personal offering envelopes for
next year. Parents may remind them. ©

10. Patronize our Advertisers - on the back of our weekly bulletin are the names of those who
advertise with us. We ask that you please patronize these generous people. We wish that God
may grant them many successful years in their profession.

11. Sacrament of Matrimony - Couples planning to be married should contact the pastor at least six
months before the proposed date to allow ample time for preparation. No other arrangements
should me made before contacting the Church.

12. Epistle Reading Schedule for 2026 — is being prepared. If you want to know more information
about this ministry or be placed on the list, contact our cantor Olesia Verzole or Fr. Mikhail.

13. Bequests - making out your will, kindly remember St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church.
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VYkpainceka Katonuieka Lepksa Csitoro Mukomnas Borepsuit, HA

(’ ) IHIIIATHUBA I3 350PY KOLITIB 2025
A4

Ha migrpumky

“@onpy 3uisieHHa Pan BiitHu B YKpaiHi”

Healing Woundy  3acuosano €napxismu Ykpaincekoi Karonuipkoi LlepkBu

IOXKEPTBA HA ®I3UYHE 3L IVJIEHHA
MeauYHe 00JIaHAHHS | JTIKYBaHHS | JIIKU | IPOTE3YBAaHHS | )KUTIIO Ta Xap4ayBaHHS IS
BHYTPIIIHBO MEPEMILICHUX OCiO |
eKCTpeHa MPOI0BOJIbYA JIOMIOMOTA | JIAHITIOT [TOCTAYaHHs Ta JIOTICTUKA | IPOrpaMu
peinTerpariii 11t O1>KEHIIIB
META - $50,000

11100 3po0OUTH MOKEPTBY, BiJBiAaliTe WWW.Cerkva.com

1 mucronana no 31 rpyausa 2025 poky

JIy1st oTpuMaHHS TOAaTKOBOT 1H(OpMAaIlii 3BepTaiiTeCh 3a apecoro
natalka.verzole@gmail.com

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Watervliet, NY

FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE 2025
(’ ) To benefit
NS HEALING OF WOUNDS OF
Healing Wound THE WAR IN UKRAINE FUND

Founded by the Eparchies of the Ukrainian Catholic Church USA
DONATION FOR PHYSICAL HEALING

medical equipment | medical treatment | medicine | prosthetics | housing and food for
Internally Displaced Persons | emergency food assistance | supply chain and logistics
| reintegration programs for refugees
GOAL $50,000
To make a donation visit cerkva.com
November 1 to December 31, 2025
For more information contact Natalka.Verzole@gmail.com
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1. Peectpauis — Bitaemo rocteri go Hawoi LlepkBu. JlackaBo npocuMmMo ycix Oaxarumx crtatm
yneHamu napadii, noBigoMnTK LLepkoBHUI odbic 273-6752 / office@cerkva.com.

2. CeaTti TanHm XpeweHHsi, MnponomasaHHa | CBAToro MNMpu4yacta — NpocMMo MOBIAOMUTY MPO
Ball Hamip oTpumaTtu Ui TanHWM A0 NapOXiAnNbHOro ouicy He Mi3Hile HiXK 3a YOoTUPWU TWXKHI 4O
NPUAHATTA. BbaTbkn Ta XpecHi NOBUMHHI y3roguT AaTy 3yCTpidi i3 CBSALLEHHUKOM abo OUAKOHOM An1si
TXHBOTO Bi4MOBIAHOMO NPUrOTYBaHHA Nepea XpeLeHHAM.

3. PispBsaHa lNMpocdopa — y HacTynHy Heainto Nnpocnmo B3siTK npocdopy i3 coboro
00 oMy Ta po3ginuTu ii Mk yneHamu Balloi ciM’i B yaci PisgssiHoi Beuepi —
,CBsATOro Beuopa”. MNMpocumo 6patu nuw ogHy npocdopy Ha ciMm’to. PosgineHa
npoccopa npuragye Ham, LIO YCi MU HaANEXMMO OO OHI€El CiM'i, Xoua € pisHMMU
Kycodkamu. CnoxnBaHHs Big ogHiel npocopu € CUMBOSIOM HALLOrO €4HaHHS.

4. CeppeuHa lNopsika — yciMm napadisiHam Ta opraHizatopam ceata CB. 0. Mukonas, ocobnveo ons
Anxyemol . I. Ckanin, . ®ingk Ta O. Muwyk, BUunTENsamM Ta yuHaM YkpaiHcbkoi Lkonn Ta Cagouky,

w082k Ta YCIM WO BKManmu CBOK YacTKy Yy CBATKYBaHHA He3abyTHbOro napadissnibHoro
' npasHuka. Hexawn Nocnoab 3a monutBamm cB. 0 Mukonas nobnarocnoBuTb Bac YCix.

5. WupoceppeyHo [skyemo Bam — ycim XTO MoXepTByBaB CBilA Yac Ta AOKNaB 3ycunns gns
;%4{«_: y . ycniwHoro 3aBeplueHHsi Mpopaxy BapeHukiB. [IsKkyemMO LUMPO TUM XTO

o Cepbl'-‘“w & nepwuit pa3 NPUALLOB OOMOMOITM, i TUM XTO 3aXAM Ham [Jornomarae.
ﬂzﬂ I{ve.-llof "‘é’ﬂ’ [aKyeMO TUM XTO He € YrnieHoM napodii ane BigrykHyBCS Ha KUYy OMNOMOrH.
! { M Hexaw Nocnogb Bac ycix 6narocnoButb 3a 46annmnBiCTb Ta XXEPTBEHHICTb.
6. MoniHHa Ta CB. TaHM ANsA XBOPUX — KOMNW XTOCb i3 POOUHN € BaXKKO XBOPUI BAOMA YU Y NiKapHi,
NOTPIGHO MOBIJOMUTY NPO Lie napoxa, Wob NoMonuBCS Hag XBOpuUM Ta yainve nomy/in Ce. TariHu
(Cnosigi, €sxapucTii Ta OnvBonoma3saHHs) Ha 3uineHHsa ayuwi Ta Tina. LLupi MonuTeuM BCi€l LepkBu
€ HaZ3BU4arHO NOMIYHUMU NS OfYXKaHHS.

7. O6HoBneHHsA KoHBepTtok lMoxepTB MapadissH Ha 2026 - Gaxalo4uMx OTpUMATU KOHBEPTU-
NnoXXepTB NMPOCMMO NogaTu CBOI AaHi 40 LepKOBHOro odicy, 3a TenedgoHom 518-273-6752 abo e-
mail:office@cerkva.com. baTbkiB fgiten, WO AoCArM BiKy 3pinocTi (3akiHYUMBLUM HaBYaHHS),
NPOCKMMO 3a0XOTUTK CTaTU NOBHOLIHHMMW YfleHaMn napacdii Ta oTpMManu KOHBePTU NOXEPTB.

8. padbik 36umpauiB MNoxepTB Ha 2026 pik - Gyae cknageHo HaWbnwkumm 4vacom. Baxaroumx
JOMOMOITY paxyBaTu HefinbHi NoXepTBU Npocumo 3Beptatuch A0: Mukonu ®inga: 518-785-7596
Ta IpuHu Ckanin: 518-326-0067. Mun Bos4Hi Bam 3a BaLle CNy>KiHHS!

9. ®iHaHcoBuM Pik 2025 — nigxogMTb 40 CBOro 3aKiHYEHHS. Xal KOXEH NnepernsiHe CBOi KOHBEPHU
NnoXepT., 41 ByBa M1 4YOro He JOrnAHYNU. | AKWo BY LWe XOTinn 6 3pobuTtn NoxepTBy Ha Byab-AKy
Linb, 3pobiTh Lie e 00 3aKiHYEHHSA POKY.

10. Po3knap uutaHHA Anoctona 2026 — oTpymaTuy AoknagHiwy iHpopmaLito Npo e CnyxiHHA Ta
baxatounx ymtatn CB. Anocrtona npocumMo 3BepTtaTtuchk Ao aska Oneci Bepson abo 0. Muxarina.

11. MapadcbianbHum LUBuHTap — MNpmuabdaHHa Micusa Ha UBWHTapi — Lie nNpuBinerHe nNpaso Ans HaLnX
napadisH. 3a gogaTtkoBow iHopMalielo 3BepTanMTecs B LiepkoBHUMA oduic 273-6752 abo go
anpekTtopa usuHTaps n. Mukonu ®ins.

12. LIBUHTap y 3MMOBMUM 4ac — Mpuragyemo, WO BiAMOBIAHO A0 LBUHTAPHMX MPaBUM JULIE XMBI
npukpacu MOXyTb BYTV NOCTaBNEHHi Ha LUBMHTapI. YCi WTY4YHi npukpacu 6yayTb 3abpaHi i3 rpobis.
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10 TTT6eydied épaniuéed cadedaxmaii Ta NTTAES
HanucaTu uer TeKCT MeHe NiaLWTOBXHYIIN YACIIEHHI PO3MOBY 3 N0AbMMU, SKi NOMNONSATbL
crnosigaTucs NpuHUMNOBO HanepegofHi Macxu. 3asBuyai, s cTpumytocs, Wo6 He
3anuTaTtu NpsiMO: i3 AIKOro Le T1 AuBa npuinwos Ha CnoBigb, SIKLWO yBECb PiK A0 LbOro, i
BX€ HaneBHe pik nicns Hawoi po3moBu, Mu Ginblwe He nobauumo Tebe B xpami?
3BuMyaliHo, A1 Takoro He ckaxy, 60 sk cBAWEeHUK Oyay WTU Ha HEMMOBIPHI KPOKM, W06 LA
noanHa oo MeHe nosepHynaca. OgHak, HanvacTilwe, He Makydy Haroam NobayunTy Takmx
nioaen 3HOBY, s1 NoAyMaB, WO LNKOM NOriYHuM Oyae HanmcaTu Kinbka cniB 4o HuX, i3
NOSICHEHHSIM X04a O AeCATM HaWNOLMPEHILLNX 3a0nymKeHb, SKi MOXHA Bi, HUX MOYYTU.
3BnyariHo, Ue He eauHi «kpunati dpasmy», ski 3ycTpivalTbca AyxiBHWMKaM. Llinkom
MNMOBIPHO, O iHLWi CBALLEHMKM YyloTb 30BCIM iHWI BUnpaBaaHHa. OgHak, AaBanTe xoya
6 i3 yorocb noyHemo. Bawin yeasi 10 Tnosmx pas, Aki MOXHa NoYyTW Bi NOAUHK, SKa
npunLLnNa KasaTUcs, ane CBOIM «nokasiHHAM» wWe Binblie Bigaanunacs sig bora.

«5 nocTinHo cnosigatocs. MNMepep Macxoto...»

[aBavite po3noyHemo 3 HanronoeHiworo. CnosigaTucsa Tpeba He AMBNAYNCH Ha KaneHaap, a yBaXkHO aHani3youum
BMacHe XWUTTH, CBOI 3400yTKM Ta NOMUIKW. 3HaETE, XOAEH KHOPMAaNbHUA» XPUCTUAHWH He Byae Tepnitv uinuin
piK, HOCAYM Ha CO6i TArap BMacHUX MPUCTpacTen i rpixis, YyAOBO YCBIAOMMIOKOYK, WO iX MOXHa no3byTtucs,
npuvHicLluM cBoe NokasHHS bory Ta ceaweHuKy. HeHade piska 3ybHa 6inb, Bipytody noanHy NOBUMHEH BONITU KOXEH
BUYMHEHWI Heto rpix. Mu X He Yekaemo uinuii pik, konu y Hac 6onuTe 3y6! Mu HaBiTb 0QUH AE€Hb HE XO4EeMO TepNiTH
Lo Oigy. Ha xanb, oo cBoei oywi My ctaBumocs Binblu nerkoBaxHo. Cnosigatucsa oguH pas y poui, nuwe nepeq
BenukogHem, — Ue He TiNbKWU He € CBIQYEHHSIM HaLLOT BipWu, ane HaBnmaky — caMme 4yoBO NPOSBNSAE BiACYTHICTb
Bipy Ta MOBHY HEYYTIUBICTb 40 BNIACHOrO aHOManbHOro cTaHy nepebyBaHHsi B rpici. TON, XTO CnoBigaeTbCcs nuile
nepeg lNacxoto, pobuTb Ue He Big cTpaxy boxoro, a yepes copom nepepg nogbmu. Akbu 6ys ctpax Boxun, To
noguHa 6 He 3morna cTepniTy OKOPIB CYMIiHHA 3a rpiX HaBiTb 4O paHKy, He Te, Lo Yekana JOBri AHi Ta Micsaui,
o6 npuHectn ocnogy cBoe nokasiHHA. Hatomictb, mayun go Crnosigi pa3om i3 ycima, «3a
KOMMaHilo» foAnHa nokasye, Wo Hacamnepea Ans Hei Baxnuea Aymka npo Hei He bora,
a iHWmnx mogei. 1 copomHo, Lo XTOCk MOXe NogyMaTh MPo Hel, Lo BOHa rpiluHULS,
sika He xoouTb OO uepksu! 3BuyariHo, Le He Tak! Jlloan Ha NOBHOMY CepWo3i
nepeKkoHaHi, Lo HaBiTb KOMW iX i MOXXHA Ha3BaTW rpiLHMKaMK, TO BOHWU BXE TOYHO
He rpilHiWi 3a cBoiX cyciais! Tak, Ui «Bipylo4i» He nuLie Xo4yTb 0OMaHyTK iHLLKX,
ane 1 rotoei cebe cammx yce XWUTTH NEepeKkoHyBaTW y 3PYYHin Ona HUX BpexHi.
Hacnpaggi Cnosigb noBuHHa 6yTu perynsapHoto. He pigwe pasy-ABox Ha MicsLp.

«51 He Malo 0coBGNMBUX rpixiB, TiINIbKM NOBCAKAEHHI...”

3BMYalriHO, HE MOXe He OMBYBATM, AK NIOAW, SKi HIKONW HE BiOKPUBANM >XOOHOI

KHWKKM 3 6orocniB’s Ta ackeTuku, BMilOTb ©GE3NOMUIKOBO  PO3Pi3HATH

«MOBCSAKAEHHI» TPiXM BiO SIKMXOCb iHLWMX, @ rofIoBHE — MoMivyaTn iX 3a coboto.
OyeBMOHO, B CUCTEMI LIHHOCTEN TaKMX OCiO MOBCAKAEHHI rpixy He Taki cTpaluHi, 60

NPOTUCTaBNATLCA BiNbLL XaxnMeuM i HebGe3neyHnm (cBaTkoBuM?). Hacnpasgi, ue
BErMKa NoMurika — NerkoBaxxut Hebeanekamm Manumx rpixis. AKLLO KOXKXHOTO pa3sy nayyn
Aoaomy, My 6yieMo NPUHOCUTY 3 BYNUWLi HEBENNYKMI KaMiHEeLb, TO BXe 30BCiM CKOpPO Halua
ocensi 6yae BLEHT HanoBHeHa ApibHUM kaMiHHaM! Mix iHwum, CeaTi OTUi nonepemxanu, WO AyXe 4Yacto
NoKasiTUCH y BENVKUX NagiHHAX ntoguHi 6yBae npocTille, HiXK HABYMTUCH KOHTPOMIOBATU Ti IPixu, SKi Ha4e6To He
HaCTIiNbKM cMepTernbHi. |, ocb came Tomy NpaBocnaBHa LlepkBa Hikonv He Mana 4iTkoro noAiny Ha Benvki Ta marni
rpixu. Bci rpixv 6e3 BUHATKY — Le oTpyTa, cMepTb. BCi BOHM Ans niogvHM OAHAKOBO LWIKIANMBI Ta HebesneyHi.
3anuTtante byab-akoro ximika: ons Toro, Wwob cMepTenbHO OTPYITUCSH, BaM 30BCIM HE 060B’sI3KOBO BUNMBATY Lijine
Bigpo HeGe3neyHoro TpyHKy. [lesiki TOKCUYHI pe4yoBMHM BOMBAKOTL NMIOAMHY NLLE CBOIMU BUMApaMu Y rasamu.
Tak camo gie i Ha Hac ycinskui rpix. 'pix — Le BXe 3a BU3HAYEHHSIM Te, Lo Hece NtoaunHi cmepTb. | 6yno 6 gyxe
HEpPO3yMHO cepef pi3HMX COPTIB OTPYTN BUOUPATH TOR, LLIO NPUEMHILLMIA HA CMaK. 340POBUIA INy3[ Kake OMUHaTH
HaBITb YMKU Mpo ue.

npot.€Bren 3amieTHiok, bogoslov.org
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Why Do Catholics Confess To A Priest?

The practice of confessing personal sins is as Catholic as the Rosary or a Roman
collar. “Why do you confess things to a priest?” people ask. Many Protestants present
a starker challenge: “Why do you confess your sins to a mere man instead of confessing
directly to God?”

In answer to the first question: We Catholics confess our sins to a priest because
that’s the method of forgiveness that Jesus Himself established during His earthly
ministry.

In answer to the second question: By confessing our sins to Jesus’ minister, we are confessing our
sins to God through His priest whom He commissioned for this very purpose.

God Alone Forgives Sins

All Christians recognize—and the Catholic Church teaches—that God alone can forgive sins. “Only
God forgives sins,” states the Catechism (§1441). The Catechism also says that, [as] the Son of God,
Jesus says of himself, “The Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins” and exercises this divine
power: “Your sins are forgiven.” Catechism of the Catholic Church, §1441-1442

We see Jesus exercise this authority during His earthly ministry. “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven,”
He says to a paralyzed man (Matthew 9:2).

When His fellow Jews are scandalized by this announcement to forgive sin, their scandal is
understandable: they believed Jesus to be “a mere man” and were horrified by His claim to have an authority
that belonged to God alone. But Jesus answered them: “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of man
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—"Rise, take up your bed and go home.”
And he rose and went home. When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had
given such authority to men. Matt 9:4-8

Jesus proved His divinity to them—and therefore His ability to forgive sin—by His power over creation,
which He demonstrated through miracles of healing or of absolute power (such as walking on water or
cutting a violent storm short with a mere command).

Alright. It's one thing for the Son of God—being God—to forgive sin. What's all this about Catholic priests
forgiving sin? Let's find out.

A Track Record of Divinely-Chosen MEDIATORS

The Old Testament reveals an interesting thing: from the earliest days of God's interaction with the
human beings He created, He has chosen to speak and work through hand-selected persons on behalf
of everyone else. God doesn't have to do this. But for His own purposes—which we may find mysterious—
He chooses to.

Abraham. Noah. Moses. Isaiah and all the prophets, right up to John the Baptist. The Lord chose
to communicate His will through them, to bring about His will through them, and to perform great works
through them. They became His mediators.

Now, many Christians become agitated at the word “mediator,” and point to 1 Timothy 2:5: For there is one God,
and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus...

And we are not denying what St. Paul writes, which is, of course, true. There is one Mediator (capital M)
between God and men: Jesus.

Yet in His mercy and unfathomable condescension, Jesus chooses to associate us with Himself—and even
allows us to participate in His mediation. It's not our mediation—it’s His, graciously extended to us. You
might think of us as “lowercase-M” mediators.

For example, when you pray for another person, you are in a real sense mediating on their behalf. St.
James writes about this: ...and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous
man has great power in its effects. James 5:16

Our humble mediation would not exist, nor have any efficacy, without the one true Mediator between God
and man—Jesus—who makes it possible. No catechized Catholic denies this.
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Sunday of the Holy Ancestors:
Troparion (Tone 2): When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,*
You struck Hades dead with the blazing light of Your divinity.* When
You raised the dead from the nether world,* all the powers of heaven
cried out:* “O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory be to You!”

Troparion (2): Through faith, O Christ, You justified the Patriarchs; for
through them You made a commitment to a Church with Gentiles.
These Saints are glorified, because from them descends the Virgin
who gave You birth. Through their prayers, O Christ our God, have mercy on us.

Glory he to the Father, and To the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and For ever and ever: Amen.

Kontakion (6): You did not worship a man-made image, O thrice-blessed Youths, but were glorified in
the test of fire, protected by a power beyond description. From the searing flames you cried out to
God, saying: Hasten to help us, O merciful Lord, for in Your greatness You can do whatever You will.

Prokimen(4): Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers,* & praised and glorified is Your Name forever.
Verse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death.

Reading of the €pistle of St. Paul to the Golossians (3:4-11): Brethren: When Christ your life appears, then
you too will appear with him in glory. Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and the greed that is idolatry. Because of these the wrath of God is
coming upon the disobedient. By these you too once conducted yourselves, when you lived in that
way. But now you must put them all away: anger, fury, malice, slander, and obscene language out of
your mouths. Stop lying to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices and
have put on the new self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the image of its creator. Here
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but
Christis all and in all.

Allelvia: Moses and Aaron are among His priests and Samuel among those who call upon His name.
verse: They called on the Lord and He heard them. (Psalm 98:6)

Gospel: Luke 14:16-24: Jesus told this parable, "Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the
time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, '‘Come; for everything is
ready now.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'l have bought a piece of
land, and | must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.' Another said, 'l have bought five yoke of
oxen, and | am going to try them out; please accept my regrets.' Another said, 'l have just been married,
and therefore | cannot come.' So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner
of the house became angry and said to his slave, 'Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town
and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.' And the slave said, 'Sir, what you ordered
has been done, and there is still room." Then the master said to the slave, 'Go out into the roads and
lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. For | tell you, none of those who
were invited will taste my dinner.™

Gommunion Verse: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Alleluia. (3x).



Hepina Ge. MpaoTuis
Tponap (r.2): Konu 3iviwioB Tu go cmeptw, XKnttd 6e3cmepTtHe,” Togi
an ymepTtBuB Tu cisHHAM BoxecTBa;* konu X i noMmepnux 3 rmMbuH
nig3emHmx Twm BockpecuB,* BCi cunu HebecHi B3uBanu:*
XKuttenasue, Xpucte boxe Hall, cnasa Tobi!

Tponap (2): lNMpaoTuis, 3agnsa ixHeoi Bipwn, Tn, Nocnoaun, BM3HaB
npaeBegHUMM i Yepes Hux 3ibpaB Tu 3 ycix Hapogie Llepkey. Tenep
BOHM crnogodbunuca cnaBu CBATUX, OO 1XHIM MOTOMKOM €
npecnaeHWi Nnig - Ta, wWo 6e3cimeHHo Tebe nopoauna. ixHiMn MonutBamu, Xpucte boxe, nomunym
Hac.

Gaaga Orupo, i Guny, i Gearomy Ayxoel, i Huui, i noscakyac, i Ha Bikn BiMHI. Amiub.

Konpak (6): PykOTBOPHOMY iO0OMoOBi He MOKMOHMBLUUCHL, ane o030poiBLUMCE HEOXOMHUM ByTTaAM,
npexeBanbHi, B y 3maraHHi 3 BorHem npocnasunmcs. CToaun nocepepq nonym'ss HecteprnHoro, Bu
6naranu bora: MNocniwn, o LWegpwun, nocniwmn, MunocepgHun, Ham Ha nomidy, 60 Tu MoxeLl, SKLWOo
CXOYelLl.

Tpokimen (raac 4): briarocrnoBeH ecu, Nocnogu, Boxe GaTbkiB HawWuX,* | XBanu JOCTONMHUNR; iM’'a TBoe
npecnaBHe Ha BCi BiKW.
Gruy: TSKKO NOkapaB MeHe [ocnofb, Ta He nepeaaB MeHe CMepTi.

Ao Koaocau nocaauus cg. anocroaa Iaraa unranus (Ka 3,4-11): Bpattsa i Cectpu, konm XX Xpuctoc, BaLle XuTTs,
3'IBUTbCS, TO4i W BM 3 HUM 3'ABUTECH Y CnaBi. YMEpPTBOUTE, OTXKe, Balli 3€MHi YNeHU: posnycTy,
HEeYMCTOTY, MPUCTPACTI, NMNXY NOXaANMNBICTb, 3aXXEPIUBICTb - LLIO € iA0SIONOKITOHCTBO. 3a BCe Le Nagjae
rHiB BOXun Ha HecnyxHsaHMX. By cami HelogaBHO NOBOAUMUCS TaK CaMo, KOSU Xunum B ToMy. Tenep
e BiOKVMHbTE 1 BM BCE Te reTh Bif cebe: rHiB, NioTicTb, 3noby, Haknen, CopoMiLbKi cnosa 3 Bawunx ycT!
He rosopiTb HenpaBan ogHe ogHoMy, 60 BY 3 cebe ckuHynu cTapy nioauHy 3 i ginamu n ogarHynucs
B HOBY, LLIO BiAHOBMOETHCS A0 AOCKOHANOro CnisHaHHS, BianoBiaHo 40 o6pa3dy ceoro Teopud. Tum To
Hemae rpeka, Hi toges, Hi obpisaHHs1, Hi Heobpi3aHHS, Hi BapBapa, Hi CKMTa, Hi HEBONbHUKA, Hi BiNbHOrO,
a Bce N Yy BcboMy - XpUCTOC.

Aanays: Bucnyxae tebe Nocnogb y AeHb nevani, 3axuctutb Tebe im’a bora Akosa.
Gruy: [ocnogn, cnacu uaps i Bucnyxamn Hac, konun éyaemo sansatu go Tebe. Anunys (3x).

Eranreaie: Ax 14,16-24: CkasaB [ocnogb nputdy outo: "OOMH YOMOBIK CNpaBMB BEYEpPH) BENUKY N
3anpocus 6aratbox. [ig yac Beyepi nocnas BiH Cryry CBOro ckasaTu 3anpoLleHunMm: |aiTb, yce rotoBe.
Togi BCi BOHW ogHakoBo noyanu sigmoBnaTucs. lNepimn nomy ckasas: [lone Kynue 4, MyLly niTn Ha
HbOro NoaMBMTUCH; BMBay MeHi, npowy Tebe. [Opyrui ckasas: [M'aTb nap BoniB KynuB & i KAy ix
cnpobysaTu; npowy Tebe, BubBay MeHi. A iHWUA MOBUB: S OOPYXMBCA i TOMY HE MOXY MPUIATHU.
lMoBepHyBCA crniyra n po3noBsiB Lie NaHoBi cBOeMy. Po3rHiBaBcsa Tofi rocnogap Ta M Kaxe 4O Cryru
CBOrO: 1oy WocKopill Ha MangaHu i ByNuLi MicTa 1 NpyMBeaun ctoam BOOruX, Kanik, Cninux, KyrbraBux.
MaHe, - 03BaBCb cnyra, - CTanocb, K T1 BeniB, i Micus € we. CkasaB naH go cnyru: Mgy Ha wnaxu Ta
Oropoxi n Hanonsram yBinTu, Wo6 aiMm Mi HanoBHUBCS. Kaxxy 60 Bam: HixTo 3 0TuX 3anpoleHunx He
NoKywTye MO€ET Beyepi."

Tprvacunii: XBanite Focnoaa 3 Hebec, xsanite Moro Ha Bucotax. Anunys. (3x).
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1 Seraphim - Mame means the bumini and they
They praize God singing, “Holy Holy Holy is Landuf Hosts!” (Isaiah 6:1-7)

2. Cherubim - Name means the Fullness of Wisdom mdlﬁ;t}tﬂﬂ
HBesigned to protect special places. (Exodus 25-18-21: Eze
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higher hesrarchies and goverm the universe. [Epha;lans 21; Coloszans 1:16

5. Virtues - Run the operafion of movement in the un
They are
ing fhe natural order. They are
7. Principalities - Princes of the lowest friad assigned to care and guard communiti
kingdomeg, sfates, and parishes. They are associated
Wbmmmmmaﬂ

8. A.I'I::IIHEHS Leader angels asg
Michael, Gabrial, and Rafael are the only 3 names we know. |

Angels- Angels are closest fo the material werld and humani
ufuurpelmﬂ guardian angels. (Luke 22:43, Matthew 18:10, Hebrews 13:2)
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They can fake on the appearance of man fo mmunicate with hu

are Attendants af the Throne of God.

God's idence.
10:14; Rev. 4-6) prov!

Represent the steadfasiness of the love of God. The contemplate God's
and]ﬂgmmlmﬁlﬁvma&h&nﬁlmllk&heoﬁmﬂmmﬂ&d mMHE Dan 7-8)

4 Dominions - Lord over the lower choirs and humanity. The}rlahelllunl\am]l‘mmﬂn

often associated with planets, elements, aeamns and nature. (Ephesians 1:21)

6. Powers - Acsizt in govern mgls |
tasked with ﬁg'ltng the war against the demonic choirs. {Eplmlans 1, Ephesianz 6:12) % )
nihhan&i}unslnm[Ephk‘iﬂ and 1:21) b

B 1 Theses 4:16, The book of Tobit)

. The lowest choir is where we get the majority
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It is written in the Gospel: The Master
sent out his servants to call them who
wish to come, inviting them: “My ban-
quet is ready.” But those who were called
began to excuse themselves, one saying:
“I bought some yoke of oxen.” Another:
“I have married” (Luke 14:16fF). You see,
he was ready who called, but the invited
refused. ‘They themselves were alone re-
sponsible in the way they answered.

Thus, so great is the dignity of Chris-
tians. Consider, the Lord has prepared
for them the Kingdom and has called

them to enter, but they have refused.

Inwvited to the Banquet

Concerning the gift that Christians will
receive by way of their inheritance, one
could rightly say that if anyone, from
the time of Adam’s creation to the end
of the world, should battle against Sa-
tan and put up with afflictions, it would
be nothing in comparison to the glory
which he is to obtain. For he will reign
forever together with Christ. Glory to
Him who so loved such a person that
He gave himself and His grace and en-
trusted himself to Him. Glory to His
greatness!

Pseudo-Macarius
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